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1. Strategy of the Seminars 

As part of its external communications axes, EUTOPIA includes the engagement of debate with 

external experts on three identified challenges the alliance tackles: a new model of Education 

especially concerning the Life-Long Learning, an efficient Inclusion policy, and the road towards 

scientific diplomacy. 

EUTOPIA plans three sessions, with the specific purpose to propose solutions for the future and ideal 

academia.  
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2. Audiences 

1. European Commission’s officers with decision-making authority;  

2. Other pilot European Universities;  

3. Higher-education representatives willing to participate.  
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3. Objective 

Present and debate with the EC’s representatives’ solutions for the future’s university designed by 

EUTOPIA. Obtain feedback.  

Frame the future objectives of EUTOPIA as an alliance in different sectors.  
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4. Format   

2:30 hours sessions, with presentations and debates.  

  

Temporality 

Session 1: September 2021  

Session 2: October 2021  

Session 3: November2022  
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5. Thematics 

Session 1: Connected Learning Communities and Life-Long Learning, two essential blocks for an 

innovative educational model  

Session 2: Inclusion strategies for the future European university 

Session 3: Scientific diplomacy, a tool for international HE integration 
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6. Expectations 

Immediate expectation 

  

Make EUTOPIA's actions visible to the European Commission and the academic community. E 

Intermediate-term expectation 

Test the ‘seminar’ format for future exchanges between member universities, and test the proper 

media allowing a broader circulation of EUTOPIA’s actions. 
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7. Results 

Session 1. 

The Expert Seminar on Education 

The demographics of higher education students are changing. Yet, higher educated graduates who 

require an update or a reorientation of their knowledge and insights are confronted with multiple 

barriers. Family responsibilities and professional context limit their mobility and available time for 

studying. Current conventional programs such as post-graduate programs or MOOCs are not in 

themselves the answer to non-traditional learners’ demands of Life-Long Learning.  

EUTOPIA’S EDUCATIONAL MODEL 

The EUTOPIA university partners aim to offer better chances for responding to the ambitions of Life-

Long Learners by developing flexible mechanisms that recognize short-term learning efforts building 

on the concept of micro-credentials. Selected as one of the 17 initial European University pilots 

funded by the European Commission, EUTOPIA introduced an educational model that starts from 

existing good practices within our universities in open and active learning, connecting students, staff, 

and stakeholders in society inter-university networks. These cross-campus Connected Learning 

Co-organised by Vrije Universitet Brussel, the seminar took place on the 14th of September 2022,  at 

the Etterbeek Campus. 

Album of pictures:  

https://www.flickr.com/search/?text=VUB%20EUTOPIA%20Expert%20Seminar&contacts=all&view_all=1 

Speakers and programme: 

 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/search/?text=VUB%20EUTOPIA%20Expert%20Seminar&contacts=all&view_all=1
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Session 2. 

The Expert Seminar on Inclusion 

As an alliance of ten European like-minded universities, EUTOPIA’s project is to provide equal 

learning opportunities for all groups of students and especially those who are disadvantaged because 

of their gender, race, ethnicity, immigrant background, economic status, disability, and so on. To this 

end, the project seeks to achieve two goals: develop recommendations and initiatives promoting 

equality and inclusion for the disadvantaged groups, and jointly build expertise on how the European 

principles of openness and inclusion could be applied to Higher Education institutions in all European 

regions, including the Western Balkans. By ensuring inclusion and participation, we aim at creating a 

university of the future open to everyone. 

Inclusive higher education contributes to individual development and well-being and increases 

educational opportunities. It also drives convergence upwards in higher education itself, thus 
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creating a dynamic virtuous spiral. Higher Education institutions can act as direct role models for the 

broader society and help the transformative development of social justice and inclusivity. Each day 

EUTOPIA walks one step closer to implementing inclusivity in its programmes. 

The seminar Bridging the Gap: Designing Higher Education Policies through Inclusion Narratives 

intended to bring in “expert by experience” voices (students and external stakeholders, including 

other alliances and a member of the European Parliament), which narratives are important to 

understand the shared meaning of disadvantage, develop recommendations and initiatives, design 

strategies, methods, research programmes, and raise awareness of diversity. With their help, 

EUTOPIA aims to become best equipped to sharpen concrete engagement, structural modelling, and 

real-life benefits. 

 

Co-organised by CY Cergy Paris University, the seminar took place on the 17th of June 2022, for the 

whole day, at Ix Campus in Saint-Germain-en-Laye (34 Rue de la Croix de Fer, 78100, Saint-Germain-

en-Laye) 
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Session 3. 

The Expert Seminar on Science Diplomacy 

Identifying Scientific Diplomacy (SD) strengths in partner institutions in education and research, 

identifying mechanisms through which partners can co-construct g actions related to SD, and 

engaging with external stakeholders for SD efforts appeared as a compelling insight for University 

Alliances. EUTOPIA understood that these consortia could play a distinctive role and uphold 

European values beyond our frontiers. For awareness creation, EUTOPIA decided to reserve a 

specific line of action for SD in its new European project (EUTOPIA MORE), scheduling a series of 

seminars (two per year) with the following curriculum:  

Seminar 1: “Introduction to Science Diplomacy”;  

Seminar 2: “Taking Stock of Who Does What and What Needs to be Done”;  

Seminar 3: “Developing an Awareness Building Plan”;  

Seminars 4 to 7: “Exchanges of Experiences from Concrete Projects”; Seminar 8: “Towards a EUTOPIA 

Strategy for Science/Knowledge diplomacy.”  
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As the topic would be thoroughly covered during the following years, the Expert Seminar EUTOPIA 

intended to organise before the end of November 2O22 was transposed into an interview with the 

expert Luk Van Langenhove, filmed in Ljubljana during the EUTOPIA Week, which will operate as a 

guideline to the work that is undertaken within EUTOPIA.   

Dr Luk Van Langenhove held the position of Director at the United Nations University Institute on 

Comparative Regional Integration Studies (UNU-CRIS) in Bruges. He was a Representative of the 

Rector at UNESCO in Paris. Before, he was Deputy Secretary-General of the Belgian Federal 

Ministry of Science Policy, Deputy Chief of Cabinet of the Belgian Federal Minister of Science Policy 

and a researcher and lecturer at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB). Van Langenhove graduated 

from the VUB and received his PhD in Psychology from the same university. From 2006 until 2010, 

he was Vice-President of the International Social Sciences Council.  

He has published widely on regional integration, social sciences theory, positioning theory and 

psychology. Recent books include De Opmars van de Regio’s (Die Keure, 2014), Building Regions 

(Ashgate, 2011), People and Societies (Routledge, 2010), World-Regional Social Policy and Global 

Governance (with Deacon, Yeates and Macovei, Routledge, 2010). He is the author of Innovating the 

Social Sciences (2007), De Benelux: Tijd voor een Wedergeboorte? (with Wouters et al., 2006), 

Positioning Theory (with Harré, 1998). He is also the editor of The EU as a Global Player: The Politics 

of Interregionalism (with Söderbaum, 2006), Global Politics of Regionalism: Theory and Practice (with 

Farrell and Hettne, 2005), Integrating Africa: Perspectives on Regional Integration and Development 

(with Van Ginkel and Court, 2003). He also recently published in journals such as The Review of 

International Studies, The Journal for European Integration, Global Policy, Global Governance and 

Europe’s World 

He has been the Academic Director of the Institute for European Studies (IES) since December 2017 

and the Academic Commissioner for International Institutes and Networks since September 2018 at 

the Vrije Universiteit Brussel. 

Since March 2016, he is also Research Professor and Scientific Coordinator of the Horizon 2020 EL-

CSID project at the IES. EL-CSID studies the potential of science and cultural diplomacy for the EU’s 

policies. 

He strongly supported the S4D4C project (“Using Science for/in Diplomacy for Adressing Global 

Challenges”), which was built towards a set of long-term impacts such as: 

• Stronger EU position in the global context 

• The realisation of the EU’s contribution to the solution of global challenges 

• Stable and productive diplomatic relations with the EU’s international partners 

• Enhanced cooperation between the EU, its Member States and international partners 

• Better contribution of SD to EU foreign policy 

• Improvement of the global response to societal challenges 

• Turning excellent science, technology and innovation into solutions for global challenges 
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Finally, he is one of the founders and, between June and December 2022, the chair of the EU Science 

Diplomacy Alliance. As such, he is part of the committee in charge of drafting the future EU policy in 

the field. EUTOPIA will sign as a member of this alliance in January 2023. 

 

 

Luk Van Langenhove being interviewed in Ljubljana, November 2022 

The video is available on the YouTube Channel of EUTOPIA and the relevant page on the alliance's 

website. 

 

 


