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EUTOPIA Round 2 Connected Communities 
 

 
University 

 
Selected Community, Lead/s and Partners 
 

 
BBU 

 
Reality-centric Data Science  
Lead: Laura Dioșan (Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science) 
Partners: 
CY Mohamed Ndaoud (Assistant Professor Dep. Information Systems, Decision Sciences and 
Statistics , Harris Kyriakou (Associate Professor Dep. Information Systems, Decision Sciences 
and Statistics) 
UL: Octavian-Mihai Machidon (Assistant Professor of Computer and Information Science) 
 

 
UNIVE 

 
Working with university students for inclusion, solidarity and citizen participation in the 
EU  
Lead: Stéphanie Novak (Department of Linguistics and Comparative Cultural Studies) 
Co-leads: Miriam De Rosa (Associate professor in Film and Media, Department of 
Philosophy and Cultural Heritage), Sara De Vido (Associate professor of International Law, 
Department of Economics) , Roland Hinterhölzl Full professor of German linguistics 
Department of Linguistics and Comparative Cultural Studies 
Partners: 
CY: Valérie Aubourg Head of the European Projects Masters, François Pernot Full professor 
of European History, Jean Monnet Chair Guerre et Europe 
VUB: Katarzyna Ruchel- Stockmans (Assistant professor in Photography and Contemporary 
Art, Faculty of Languages & Humanities), Florian Trauner (Associate professor of Political 
Science, VUB Interdisciplinary Centre of Expertise on Migration and Minorities, Vice Dean 
Research Brussels School of Governance; Jean Monnet Chair EXPAND) 
UL: Vasilka Sancin (Full professor of International Law, Department of International Law ) 
 

 
CY 

 
Francophonies et rapport au “reste du monde”  
Lead: Elsa Caron (Centre de langue française) 
Partners: 
UBB: Cristiana Papahagi (Associate professor in French linguistics, Department of Romance 
languages), Bianca-Livia Bartoș (French Lecturer, Department of Romance Languages and 
Literatures), Simona Jișa (Associate professor in French Literature Department of Romance 
Languages and Literatures) 
UPF: Hélène Rufat (Professeure de langue et littératures françaises. Humanities 
department) 
UNIVE: Marie-Christine Jamet (Associate professor Department of Linguistics and 
Comparative Cultural Studies), Yannick Hamon (Researcher Department of Linguistics and 
Comparative Cultural Studies) 
CY: Bray Florence (Associate professor in French didactics and intercultural topics, 
International relations officer for INSPE) 
 

 
GU 

 
Tourism and Experiences  
Lead: Eva Maria Jernsand & Emma Björner (School of Business, Economics and Law) 
Partners: 
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CY: Cécile Doustaly (Professor, Heritage Reseach Centre), Vincent Marcilhac (Deputy 
Director of the Gastronomic center, Faculty of Tourism and Hospitality Management) 
UNIVE: Chiara Rinaldi (Researcher, Department of Management), Vladi Finotto (Associate 
professor, Department of Management), Fabrizio Panozzo 
Ca’Foscari, Venice (Associate professor, Department of Management), Chiara Carolina 
Donelli (Researcher, Department of Management) 
UPF: José Fernández Cavia (Associate Professor, Department of communications), Lluis Mas 
Manchon (Senior Lecturer, Department of communications) 
NOVA: Ines Pérez (Chief Operations Officer, Tourism Platform) 
UL: Helena Gabrijelcic Tomc (Associate Professor,  Department of Textiles, Graphic Arts and 
Design) 
GU: Emma Björner (Researcher, Department of Business Administration), John Armbrecht 
(Associate Professor, Department of Business Administration), Ulrika Holmberg (Researcher 
and Senior Lecturer, Department of Business Administration), Helena Kraff (Researcher and 
Senior Lecturer, Academy of Art and Design), Erik Lundberg (Associate Professor, 
Department of Business Administration), Lena Mossberg (Professor, Department of 
Business Administration), Maria Persson (Researcher, Department of Historical Studies), 
Elena Raviola (Professor, Academy of Art and Design), Shahryar Sorooshian (Associate 
Professor, Department of Business Administration) 
 

 
UL 

 
Maintaining international peace and security  
Lead: Ana Bojinović Fenko (Faculty of Social Sciences, International Relations) 
Partners: 
CY: Brian Schmitt (Associate Professor in Languages and International Studies), 
Emmanuelle De Champs (Director in Languages and International Studies) 
VUB: Luk Van Langenhove (Professor in International Affairs, Centre for Security, Diplomacy 
and Strategy) , Philippe De Lombaerde (Director of United Nations University institute on 
Regional Integration Studies, Lecturer at the Brussels School of Governance) 
GU: Fredrik Söderbaum (Professor in peace and development research at School of Global 
Studies)  
NOVA: Alice Cunha (Assistant Professor in International Relations in School of Social 
Sciences and Humanities, and Researcher at the Portuguese Institute of International 
Relations) 
External Stakeholders: University Skiopje Julija Cyril Methodius (Professor, Faculty of Law, 
Department of International Relations) , University of Belgrade Marko Kovačević (Assistant 
Professor in Peace Studies, Faculty of Political Science, Department of International Studies)  
University of Zagreb Josip Lučev (Assistant Professor in International Political Economy, 
Faculty of Political Science, Department of IR and Security Studies) , University of Passau 
Mario Schäfer (Teaching assistant at the Chair of “Political Science with a focus on 
Comparative Government”, PhD Candidate), Bernhard Stahl (Professor, Holder of a Chair of 
International Relations) 
 

 
NOVA 

 
Sustainable Well-being for People & Planet / Caring communities  
Lead: Teresa Calvão (Department of Environmental Sciences and Engineering) and Antje 
Disterheft (Center for Environemntal and Sutainability Research, NOVA School of Science 
and Technology). 
Partners: 
UPF: Ricard Solé (Head of Complex Systems Lab, Planetary Wellbeing Project), Ariadna 
Moreno (Project Manager at Centre for Studies on Planetary Wellbeing) 
GU: Eddi Omrcen (Sustainability manager) 
TUD: Baerbel Fuerstenau (Decan, Chair in Business Economics education), Ianina Scheuch 
(Researcher at the Chair of Business Economics education)  



WP3 Empowering Knowledge 
March 28 2024 

 

 
 

3 

VUB: Tom Kuppens (Assistant Professor, head of the Brussels Institute for Teacher 
Education (BRITE), linked to Multidisciplinary Institute for Teacher Education) , Válery Ann 
Jacobs (Professor of Engeneering Sciences, Academic coordinator Wellbeing and 
Prosperity) 
 

 
UPF 

 
Bioimage Analysis  
Lead: Oriol Gallego (Faculty of Medecine and Life Sciences) 
Partners: 
GU: Giovanni Volpe (Professor, Department of Physics), Caroline Adiels (Senior Lecturer, 
Department of Physics), Mattias Goksör (Professor, Department of Physics, Daniel Midtvedt 
(Assistant Professor, Department of Physics) 
TUD: Ivo Sbalzarini (Professor & dean of the faculty of computer science, Scientific 
Computing for Systems Biology)  
UW: Till Bretschneider (Professor, Department of Computer Science) 
UPF: Xavier Sanjuan (Assistant Prof, Medical and Life sciences department) 
 

 
TUD 

 
Agile in Biomechanics  
Lead: Hans-Peter Wiesmann & Benjamin Kruppke (Biomaterials, Faculty of Mechanical 
Engineering) 
Partners: 
BBU: Bulcsú Sándor (Assistant professor in the Department of Physics), Zoltán Bálint 
(Professor at the Faculty of Physics, Department of Biomolecular Physics)  
UNIVE: Maurizio Busacca (Researcher, Department of Philosophy and Cultural Heritage, 
Research Institute for Social Innovation) 
VUB: Bart Jansen (Professor at department of Electronics and Informatics) 
UW: Richard King (Professor, Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon, University Hospitals 
Coventry & Warwickshire), Arnab Palit (Assistant Professor at WMG) 
 

 
VUB 

 
Digitisation for hydro-climatic risk reduction  
Lead: Ann Van Griensven (Department of Water & Climate, Faculty of Engineering) 
Partners: 
TUD: Stefan Catalin (Head of Research Group INOWAS, The Institute of Groundwater 
Management, department of hydrosciences) 
UL: Matjaž Mikoš (Professor, UNESCO Chair on Water-related Disaster Risk Reduction) 
GP Stellenbosch: Kobus du Plessis (Professor: Hydrology and Environmental Engineering 
Former HOD) 
VUB: Marijke Huysmans (Professor Groundwater Hydrology), Miguel Moreno (Postdoc 
Groundwater Hydrology) 
 

 
UW 

 
Thinking through the Silk Road. Cross-Cultural Exchanges and Mobilities 
Lead: Milija Gluhovic (Head of Theatre and Performance Studies, University of Warwick)  
Partners 
NOVA: Maria Cardeira da Silva (Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology Faculdade 
de Ciências Sociais e Humanas (NOVA - FCSH) , Alexandra Curvelo Full Professor, The 
Department of History of Art (NOVA-FCSH)  
UL: Aljosa Puzar Professor, Cultural Studies, University of Ljubljana (Faculty of Social 
Sciences). Center za proučevanje kulture in religije , Natalija Majsova  Associate Professor 
The Department of Cultural Studies, University of Ljubljana (Faculty of Social Sciences) 
Center za proučevanje kulture in religije  

 

Link to CC Letters of Commitment ACCESS HERE  

https://ucergyfr.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/EUTOPIAMORE2/Shared%20Documents/Work%20Packages/WP3_Empowering%20Knowledge/WP3%20Alliance%20Meetings/CC%20Selection%20Meetings/Second%20Round%20CC%20Selection%20Meeting%20March%2028%202023/R2%20Selected%20CCs?csf=1&web=1&e=WW4tmS

